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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 09441 

E.O. 11652:GDS 

TAGS: EAID, SCUL, CB, GE, GW, SZ, AU.TH 
SUBJECT: KHMER STUDENTS IN EASTERN EUROPE 

REF: STATE 1 14660, PHNOM PENH 7770 

1. OTTO BENECKE FOUNDATION WHICH IS PRIVATE AGENCY 
FUNDED BY GERMAN INDUSTRY, OTHER FOUNDATIONS AND FRG 
PRIMARILY TO ASSIST THIRD-COUNTRY STUDENTS WISHING TO 
LEAVE EAST EUROPE IS WORKING ON KHMER STUDENT SITUATION. 
MEMBER OF STAFF INFORMED EMBASSY THERE IS INFORMAL 
AGREEMENT AMONG FRG, SWITZERLAND, AND HE SAID FRANCE 
(NOT AUSTRIA) TO ASSIST THEM. BENECKE FOUNDATION 
PREPARED TO FUND TEN STUDENTS BUT SO FAR ONLY HAVE 
APPLICATION PAPERS ON FIVE CURRENTLY IN DDR. ALL FIVE 
ARE MARINE ENGINEERING/SHIP BUILDING MAJORS WITH FAIR 
QUALIFICATIONS AND FOUNDATION HAVING DIFFICULTIES 
PLACING THEM. 

2. ACCORDING TO OUR CONTACT ONLY ABOUT 30 OF KHMER 
STUDENTS IN EAST ARE IN UNIVERSITIES; REST ARE IN 
VOCATIONAL TRAINING PROGRAMS AND WOULD BE DIFFICULT 
PLACE IN FRG. 

3. AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY LOOKS AFTER GKR INTERESTS IN FRG 
BUT FROM INFORMAL INQUIRIES MADE THERE IS UNAWARE OF 
STUDENT PROBLEM. 
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4. CULTURAL ATTACHE PONG KIM KOAN, SOLE GRK REPRE- 
SENTATIVE IN EAST BERLIN WHO HAD HIS DIPLOMATIC DOCUMENTS 
RECENTLY REVALIDATED THROUGH END OF 1974, IS IN CONTACT 
WITH BERLIN AND LATTER BEING ASKED GET LATEST 
INFORMATION HE HAS ABOUT STUDENTS. 

HILLENBRAND 
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